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racy, and for the right kind of Englishman who wishes to
be presented or have his wife or daughter presented; but
it is the business of an American to be a republican, a demo-
crat, to behave in a simple and straight-forward manner,
and, without anything cheap or blatant about it, to be just
what he is, a plain citizen of the American Republic; and
he is thoroughly out of place, loses his dignity in the eyes of
others, and loses his own self-respect, when he tries to play
a role for which he is not suited, and which personally I
think is less exalted than his own natural role.

"I have been immensely amused, and not a little aston-
ished, to find how many people, some of them pretty good
people, believe that when I am through here I shall visit
the courts of Europe. It would take ten strong yoke of oxen
to drag me thither; and my present intention is not to go to
Europe at all until the memory of my Presidency has faded,
so as not to make the wretched sovereigns and statesmen
feel obliged to see me or entertain me. Then, if I can go
just as I went before I was President, some time I should
like to take Mrs. Roosevelt to see the picture galleries,
the quaint cities, the scenery; but not otherwise. When I
stop being President I stop being President. I become an
ordinary citizen, entirely contented to be such; and as I
am not a man of large means I neither wish myself to be
put into the position of the earthern pot, driven down
stream with the brazen pots, nor to see my children so
placed. If, for instance, I could meet the German Emperor
now, when each is head of a big State and there are plenty
of things on which we could naturally talk from an equal
standpoint, why, I should be delighted to do so. But I
haven't the slightest desire to meet him when my hand
is no longer at the lever. I hope to get a holiday next
spring and go for nine months or a year to Africa, to see
the big game, and shoot a very moderate number of head,
taking my second boy, Kermit, with me; and if the British
and German officers in the territories in which I go will then
show me whatever consideration they show to other fairly
well-known people of good character who behave themselves